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RESTORING HISTORICAL DESIGN
Diablo Country Club and San Vicente Resort take top
honors in this year s competition.
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2021 RENOVATION OF THE YEAR

HIS]

STORICAL

esign

Diablo Country Club and San Vicente Resort take top honors
in this year's competition.

by Michelle Weyenberg

ts not out of the ordinary for dubs
and courses rich in history 1
mdergo renovations to restore their
origind appeal while ako moden-
iring playability for todays golfer
What can be out of the ordinary is the scope
and brilliance of such projects
Several have reached that lofty goal and
are winners in Golf Inc’s 2021 Renovation of
the Year competition
The cowse at member-owned Dublo
Country Club near Danville, Calif . took the
top award in the Private Club category. The
goal of the project was io restore the feding
of the 100-plus-year-old golf course and pay
homage to its original design
‘T couldn’t be more thriled with the dra-
matic improvemmis that havwe evolved in
this massive removation and restoration
project” said golf course architea Todd
Edenrode, ASGCA
The other winnes in the Private Club
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category were The Ocean Course at Ponte
Viedra Inn & Club in Ponte Viedra Beach
Ha., second place: and Fox Chapel Golf Club
in Pittshurgh, third place

Capturing  honorable ment WErE
Shadow Wood Country Clubs Preserve
Course in Esteno, Fla: the Lower Course at
Baliusral Golf Club in Springhdd. N.1: and
Emwood Country Club in Cindnnati

San Vicente Golf Resort in Ramona
Calif, is the Public Course winner. The goal
of its renovation was to creale a mnique and
nteresting design that improved playability
and sustainability

In thie Public Course category, The Refuge
in Flowood, Miss., was second, and The
Yards in Ponte Viedra Beach, Fla_ was third

judging for all Renovation of the Year
entries was based on achievernent of goaks,
improved playability,. maintsinability and
course aesthetics. Winners were chosen
throug h blind judging

PRIVATE CLUBS
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This once proud dassic, which opened in
1914, is now a reflection of its glory days
after 10 months of renovation. Extensive
historical research paid big dividends,
as all aspeds. induding tees, bunkers,
greens and surrounds, are badk to the
original design, but with minor modifi-
cations for ease of maintemance

Large areas of native habitat and nat-
ural waterways were restored, and an
original natural hazard was re-created,
all while taking steps to improve water
quality and runoff issues

Approximately 30 acres of turf was
converied 1o native grass meadows, pro-
viding natural habitat corridors and sig-
nificantly reducing maintenance costs

Tees wene redesigned into free-form
shapes and combined in many instances
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San Vicente Golf Resort cdebraed the

grand opening of i3 newly renovaled
course in May. nearly 50 vears afler ils
ongind opening in 1973, For the fira
tme in is history, San Diego Country
Estates Assodation wok sgnificant steps
io fix green conmsisiency. turl gqualiy
drainage and overall agronomic health of
the entire godi facilay

“In 2019, we hirad one of the besi archi-
tects in the United Stales, Andy Staples,
said Maro Trejo. general manager of
San Vicenie Goli Resori. “His vision and
passion for domg things righl are wery
IMpressive.

The near |0-month renovation of the
course, described as an inlind knks style
cowse, locused on meconstruciion of 19
puning greens, 56 new and updatad sand
bunkers, re-grassing and a sa of fam-
ily mendy sconng es on exch hole
Some irees were emoved 1o improve sy
drculation and increase sunlight. Othe
improvemenis were made o select can
paths, baauihication of surrounding vegi-
tation and incressed drainage of farways

Owners say they now have the ability
i markel the course to a wider sudience,
which i iwrm will reull in increased rev-
aue

What the judges said

“A faniastic realizaiion of ihe overall
vision for the project. The effort to

im¢ rease susiainability and reduce

thdr environmental foolprint was
sucoessfully implemented, while alio
creating a stunning visual enhancement
ito the course™

Je rivre Muller

“Wonderful W s¢¢ a project achieve all
the goals of improved infras ruaure
and ease of maintenance but still deliver
on the assthetic appeal and strategic
imterest. It has the feel of golden
age Thomas or Madkenzie in 19305
Cali formia ™

Mt s s Dhiase nlse ey
“Improvemenis Lo infrastrachure,
plavability and acsthetics are
impressive”

Marrin Elgison
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The Refuge opened in 1998 and haslong
been a top public course in the Jadkson
Miss_ area Bui because of iis ight play-
ing cormidors and short distance fom the
back tees, it has had dithoulty aftracing
new plavers

When a devdoper bought the adjacent
propenty with the mtent of building a $50
million hotel and conference cenier, the
city approved $2 million io renovale the
CUrsE

Architect Mathan Crace said the renova-
tion, whichbegan in July 2017, mmed The
Refuges tight, shon and swhward layou
into one of the 1op courses in Missiksipp

“In over 26 years, | don'i recall a projeci
w hiere we transformed a course so drasti-
cally” he said " In tact, | recave emails and

What the udges said

“I'm impressed with the innovative
approach. Major improvements at a
minim al cost is alse impressive.”

wlabirTiid S8 s i

Twinter direct mes- B
sapes every week
from people who
bedieve
the same course as
betore the renova-
tioa.

The renovation
Wi completed
in Ociober 2020
despite COVID-19
delays. The course
is designed so tha
goliers play
fve, nime 18
holes and mium
io the pro shop
located on the hrs
floor of the 10-siory, 220-room Sheraton

canl ns

Can
i

Hoiel and Conference Cenier

New, 8-fool-wide, condaele carl paths
with curbs ol lees accounied for a good
portion of the renovation budget. Twenty-
Plus acres of mturabized and lescoe aress
we e also installed 1o decrease the amount
of maintamed murf
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The Yands opened
in 1970 as the Armodd
Falmer-designed
course of (ak Bridge
Club.

i was sold m
2016 and edsigned
intoa 12-hole course
o redoce playing
time, provide a more
cxsual  atmosphere
and caler o a diverse
customer base The
front % of the course
was preserved, while
holes 10 through 18
were comerted 1o
create siv par-3 holes

The mew footprint includes the nine-
hole Front Yard plus six additional holes
on The Backvard io allbw for a vanety
of play conhgurations. There & also a
9.000-square-fool putting green and two
practice green/bunker areas

Whik the core course routing was
mantained, the menovation indoded a
complete redesign of greens and bunkers
and relocation of many rees. The project
ako included replacement of the irriga-
tion system, rdocation of the pump sta-
tion and a new imgation pond

“We are aready secing the inferesi
and excitement in our 12-hok concept,
Backyard short course and ithe oolivral

What the judges said

“This projedt illustrates the kind of
innovative thinking that's needed to
revitalize public courses.”

— Martin Elgison

Tagreen AFTER |7 green BEFORE

change 1o our operation,” said architect plae for other golf properties that fmd
Mike Mues. "We hope 1o become 2 tem-  themselves in similar situations
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